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Interview by Charles Kipps
PERFECT10: How does a kid from ;
Williamsburg, Brooklyn wind up •
on stage at Madison Square Garden
as "Carman,' the drummer of Kiss,
one of the most successful bands in
rock history?
CRISS: When I was a kid, my dad put on a record by
Benny Goodman, Sing, Sing, Sing. The rhythm of the
drums hit me like a lightening bolt. Gene Krupa had what
I think was his longest solo on record. From the moment
I heard that song, all I wanted to be was a drummer.
I wanted to be Gene Krupa.
PERFECT10: Okay. You now had this idea, this dream, to
be a drummer. How did you make it happen?

CRISS: A good friend of mine, Jerry Nolan, was a drummer who had
a full set of drums and he gave me my first lesson. I was working after
school at a butcher shop and saved $200 to buy my own set of drums.
1935 Radio King Slingerland. They were the same brand and set as
Krupa's. Only the set I bought had turned yellow. But they shined like
gold to me. I practiced for hours day and night.
PERFECT 10: So now you had a set of drums. You were practicing day
and night. Then what?
CRISS: I was in my mid-teens at that point and I got into a neighborhood band called the Barracudas. Then I played in a shit load of groups.
When I was about 20, I started going to see Gene Krupa play at a club
called The Merropole, on 59th Street and Broadway. My friend Jerry
Nolan, who went on to become the drummer for the New York Dolls,
would come with me.
PERFECT 10: Incredible. Two kids from Brooklyn hang out watching
Gene Krupa and both become drummers in seminal rock bands. You in
Kiss, Jerry in The New York Dolls. Maybe being in Gene Krupa's
presence infused both of you with some kind of drum karma.
CRISS: [laughs] Maybe. So one night the drummer of the Metropole's
house band, a band called Joey Greco and the In Crowd, got sick and
I sat in. That really hooked me. I quit high school to be a full time
musician. I wound up in a bunch of bands and played allover New York.
All the hot spots. Eighth Wonder, Trudy Heller's, Purple Onion,
The Night Owl, the famous Cafe Wa, where Jimi Hendrix played,
CBGB, Max's Kansas City, the Village Gate, Headliner, Wagon Wheel,
the Metropole. In 1968, I was playing in a club in Brooklyn called the
King's Lounge when Lydia Delianardo walked in. She was 18 and I fell
in love right there. We got married in January 1969 and rented a small
apartment in Canarsie, Brooklyn.
PERFECT 10: Besides finding a wife, did these club appearances do
anything to help you get a recording contract?
CRISS: One of my bands, Chelsea, did get a record deal with Decca
Records but that went nowhere. By then I was turning 25 and I felt
I was getting old for Rock n' Roll. So, in desperation, I put an ad in
Rolling Stone Magazine saying, "Drummer willing to do anything to
make it:' I got a call from Ham Vizs Klein, aka Gene Simmons. We met
in front of Electric Lady Land Studios, which was owned by [imi
Hendrix, in Greenwich Village. Gene came with his partner, Stanley
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Eisen, aka Paul Stanley. We hit it off right from the start. We
rehearsed as a trio. Rhythm guitar was Paul, bass was Gene, and
I was on drums. We went through a slew of lead guitar auditions
until we found Paul Prehley, aka Ace.
PERFECT 10: And Kiss was born.
CRISS: Yes. Paul came up with the name Kiss and Ace came up
with the logo. But we needed more than a name. We needed an
image. Only, unlike the Beatles, we all didn't want to look the
same, with the same haircuts and clothes. We wanted our own
individual persona, to have our own look. To look like nobody
else on the planet.
PERFECT 10: You certainly pulled that off. Who came up with
the makeup idea?
CRISS: It kind of just evolved. The New York Dolls were big on
the New York scene then.They looked
like chicks but also had a punk look
about them. They wore girls clothes.
Wore makeup. But totally had the
attitude to go with it. We copied them
at first but we really looked like four
girls in drag. We all knew that wasn't
going to fly. One night we went to see
an act called Alice Cooper at Madison
Square Garden. Alice Cooper was the
only guy up there with makeup on and
he was just looking fantastic. Later,
we all sat down and came up with our
own persona. Gene Simmons: Born
the Demon. Ace Frehley: Space Ace.
Paul Stanley: The Star Child. And me:
The Catman. So then we hit the club
scene. The first club we played was
in Sunnyside, Queens. The big night,
five people showed up. One was Gene's
girlfriend and the other four were
friends. We still played our hearts out,
no matter what.
PERFECT 10: You must've been a
little disappointed.
CRISS: Very. But we kept going.The
next stop for us was a club called The
Daisy, on Long Island. The first night,
about 10 people showed up. But a few
days into the gig, there was standing
room only. So now I knew there was
something going on more than just
four guys in makeup. Every night
before we went on, as we changed in a toilet, I would say: "Let's
go out and play like it's Madison Square Garden:' I knew we
would play there for real one day.
PERFECT 10: But at this point you were still basically local
heroes. A band looking for that elusive 'big break:
CRISS: Our big break came in 1973. We were playing in the ballroom at the Diplomat Hotel in New York with maybe 10 other
bands. My two sisters, Donna and Joanne, were there. They would
follow the band everywhere. A big-time manager, Bill Aucoin, was
there that night. He was ready to leave but my sister Donna kept
telling him to stay, and that he wouldn't believe it, one of the
greatest bands in the world was about to come on. Bill did stay
and, 10 and behold, he promised us a record deal. Within a year we
were signed to Casablanca Records. Neil Bogart was the president
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and he would eventually sign Donna Summer and The Village
People. Casablanca also had a film studio called Film Works. Their
first movie, The Deep, did very well. And another was Midnight
Express, which also had box office success. So Casablanca became
a big label. And if you worked for Casablanca, it was pretty crazy.
They were out of California, on Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles,
and it seemed that anybody who worked for Casablanca immediately got a Mercedes convertible and a bag of "goodies:' [laughs]
PERFECT 10: So now Kiss has a major record label. Overnight
success?
CRISS: Hardly. Our first album, called Kiss, went nowhere. We
also recorded an album called Dressed to Kill, which Neil Bogart
produced. The album didn't work, but he did give it a great go.
I don't think Neil knew anything about producing a record but
he sure knew about promoting acts
and making them famous. I mean,
Donna Summer was no slouch. Neil
was an amazing guy. He was like the
Barnum and Bailey of Rock n' Roll.
I really loved him. One of the greats.
[Neil Bogart passed away in 1982]
PERFECT 10: Was Kiss touring at
that time?
CRISS: Kiss never stopped touring.
But nobody wanted to tour with us.
That all changed in 1975 when we
did the album Hotter Than Hell in
New York. Then we did a live album
with Eddie Kramer [music producer],
KissAlive. It was very risky to do a live
album back then. Not many people
were doing it. But we did it and it went
double platinum. Lydia and I bought
a brownstone in New York City, where
life became real good. All of us were
making a lot of money. We were playing stadiums. Unfortunately, that's
when I started getting really crazy.
PERFECT 10: Sex, drugs, and Rock
n'Roll?
CRISS: [laughs] Don't forget booze.
But mostly it was cocaine and constant partying. The party scene back
in the '70s was incredible. There were
clubs like Tracks, JP's, and Ashley's.
Plato's Retreat was a very wild place,
where a lot of orgies went on. It was
a sex club. I would go there quite a lot.
PERFECT 10: And there was Studio 54, of course.
CRISS: Right. I found myself sitting at 54 with Andy Warhol,
Halston, Truman Capote. I'd be sitting with these people, a kid
from Brooklyn, drinking champagne. It was really wild. There was
an upstairs at 54 and I would lean over the balcony with a drink
in my hand while some broad was giving me a blowjob at the
same time. Then I'd go downstairs and wind up in one of the
bathrooms getting laid with another chick or two or three.
PERFECT 10: So you're partying and screwing around. But you're
married at this point, right?
CRISS: My wife Lydia knew nothing about what was going on.
She really loved me and I was having the time of my life allover
New York. I wound up meeting John Belushi through a dealer

named Gary, in the East Village, who sold only to the top guys.
John and I partied constantly. I remember one night, John had
close to a hundred Quaaludes in a bag and a lot of coke. We were
sitting around drinking champagne and John told me: "You know,
I have a real premonition that if I'm ever going to drop dead,
it will be in LA': And that's what happened. He dropped dead
in LA. It was very sad. I loved him. A great loss. John was a
tremendous guy.
PERFECT10: Let's get back to Kiss. Even though Kiss was a success
as a touring band, I don't remember much radio airplay until Beth
was released, a song which you wrote and on which you sang lead.
CRISS: There wasn't. Beth came out in 1976 and went to number
one and won a People's Choice Award. It's still one of the largest
selling and most played ballads in the world. So Kiss finally got
airplay, even on easy listening stations. I heard the song one day
when I was in a car, on three different stations.That's when I knew
we had really made it to the top.
PERFECT10: You must have felt
invincible. Like, "What could go
wrong?"
CRISS: How about a 19 year-old
Playboy centerfold? [laughs] Kiss
was getting ready to do a movie: a
two-hour special for Hanna-Barbera,
I wasn't too crazy about it. I thought
it was like Batman meets Mick
Jagger. Really a joke. I didn't like it
and I don't think that Ace liked it
either. But Gene and Paul wanted
to do it and they always got their
way.They were always controlling.
Workaholics and control freaks.
PERFECT10: So you were clashing
with Gene and Paul?
CRISS: Always. Big time. I felt that
the band was becoming a real Vegas
act.We were touring constantly. We
never stopped touring. So off we
went to California to film KissMeets
the Phantom of the Park, which is
what the film was called. Again,
I just hated it. So Ace and I would
party most of the time in our trailers, drinking Heinekens and just
having a grand old time. By then,
Lydia and I had bought a house in Greenwich, Connecticut.
So Lydia was back east fixing up our new home in Greenwich
while I was out in LA just going crazy and getting laid every day.
PERFECT10: Enter the centerfold?
CRISS: The night before we started filming the movie, Allison
Steele [prominent radio DJ in the '70s] told us that Rod Stewart
was throwing a huge party at his estate in Beverly Hills and she
invited us. We all went to the party that night and I was with
my bodyguard, a guy named Rosie, from the Hell's Angels. Hugh
Hefner walked in with a ton of Playmates. I looked and saw this
beautiful 19 year-old blonde with blue eyes. She was dancing on
the floor with another girl and I just wanted her. Her name was
Debra Svensk. I found out later that she had been on three Playboy
covers and was Miss January 1978. I just went crazy about her.
I thought she was the sexiest thing I'd ever seen and we slept
together that night and never stopped sleeping together. It became

absolutely insane. Next thing I knew, my bodyguard, my Playmate,
and I were moving into a 32-room mansion in Beverly Hills that
used to belong to Vincent Price. Lydia had no idea.
PERFECT 10: So, on top of everything else, the drugs, the
dissension within the band, now you're living a double life with
a house and a woman on each coast?
CRISS: Yes. But then Lydia found out I was having the affair
with Debra. So, to get even with me, she started having an affair
herself with another rock star from a group called Stars. But
I really didn't care. I had my Playmate.
PERFECT 10: So you're living a fantasy in LA.
CRISS: Totally. But reality hit hard one night. I went out zooming around LA in my Porsche 928 with Fritz, our road manager.
I lost control of the car and was thrown out of the window for
about 100 feet and into a curb. My heart stopped and they had
to give me a shot of adrenaline to get me breathing and living
again. Fritz was caught in the car
and almost burned to death, almost
died. I actually did die and was
brought back to life. I lay in the
hospital, in Marina del Rey, for
weeks. Paul Stanley visited me once.
Gene Simmons never visited me.
Ace was there every day. Eventually,
when I got out of the hospital,
I divorced Lydia and married Debra.
I was crazy by now.
PERFECT 10: What were you
thinking?
CRISS: I don't know. Deep down
inside I felt like a schmuck. Lydia
had been there all through my
life to support me and was always
there for me. She was there when
I had nothing. And when I got
everything, what did I do? I fucked
her over and married a centerfold.
I knew what I did to Lydia was
wrong so in the divorce I gave
her the house, the Mercedes, the
furniture, and the money. I didn't
care. Right around this time, the
band voted me out. They didn't
want me in it anymore. I felt it was
over anyway. I thought Kiss was
declining and the band was getting old. Plus, Gene and Paul were
becoming much too controlling on every issue, every detail,
everything had to be their way.
PERFECT 10: So it didn't really bother you to leave Kiss.
CRISS: I felt relieved. Besides, I was told I had $12 million.
I figured I had plenty of money, nothing to worry about. Debra
and I moved into a huge place in Darien, Connecticut. And in
1981 we had a daughter, Jenilee. I helped deliver her. I was there
for the whole thing. Now I decided I wanted to put the music
aside and be a real daddy. So for quite a few years, I did not play
drums. I just raised my daughter.
PERFECT 10: What was your wife doing?
CRISS: She was into herself. She liked to spend money and that
she did. She spent a lot of my money. And she was having affairs
behind my back that I didn't know about. I was too blind to see
anything but my daughter. I just wanted to be Mr. Mom. Debra
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was out most of the time and I was home
babysitting. Still in all, she was a good
mother. One day, we had a huge falling
out. She went to California and took our
daughter with her. And there I sat, just
me in this 22-room mansion and I sort of
looked at all of this and wondered if this
was what it was all about? Is this what
I worked for? Is this what it came to after
all I went through to rise to success from
Brooklyn? So I checked into a rehab center
called South Oaks. It was on Long Island.
I thought it was going to be a pleasure
cruise, like a resort. I put my guitar and
drums, magazines, and books into the limo.
I thought that I was going to have a grand
old time. But back in 1982 they weren't
too hip to drug users, it was more for
alcoholics and psychopaths.
PERFECT 10: How long were you there?
CRISS: I spent nine weeks in that place
to get off of everything. Start my life over.
Have a better life with my wife and daughter. I got clean, crystal clean. Debra came
back from California and visited me in the
hospital. During this time I didn't know
that she was having an affair with a man
named Joe. He and his wife, Terry, had
sold us our house. So I would come home
on weekends and then have to go back to
the hospital and Joe would drive me, in my
sports car, back to the hospital and then
drive back to my house, in my car, and get
laid by my wife. I didn't know that then.
The first time in my life being straight,
you'd think that I would have seen it.
Everybody else did, but I didn't. I finally
get out of the hospital and here I am
thinking I had a good marriage. We decided
to sell the house in Connecticut and move
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to California. We found a place in Palos
Verdes. It was absolutely beautiful, high up
in the mountains, 500 feet above the sea.
Huge place. Absolutely breath-taking. It
overlooked the ocean. The pool was up
on the roof. I thought this was paradise.
I thought we had a fresh start. My daughter
was now 5 years old and life seemed like it
could be good again, and I decided to start
looking for a band.
PERFECT 10: You've stopped doing coke
at this point, right?
CRISS: I had a slip here and there with the
coke but I never went back to it. My last
run in with it was 1984 and I never did it
again. But back then I was drinking so that
sort of took its place. Time went on and
we were going through money. Debra was
now having an affair with the neighbor
across the street, which I found out about
later on. I still didn't get it. Never could. Our
money got even tighter so we decided to
sell that place and move to Redondo Beach
where we bought a townhouse. I wasn't
too pleased about this. But money was
disappearing so I had no choice.
PERFECT 10: Did you find a band?
CRISS: I was in and out of a bunch of
them. All dead ends. After a stream of groups
I formed a band called Criss. At that point,
I got a notice in the mail that I owe the IRS
$3 million. I freaked out. And, not only
is this happening, but my mother, Loretta,
is dying of bone cancer. And just when
I thought things couldn't get any worse,
I found out from John Goode, vice president of OW Drums, that some guy is
running around LA saying he's me, and
I'm told that he's living in the toilets of
Santa Monica. The headline in the tabloid
Star Magazine was something like: "Rock
Star, Peter Criss goes through $12 million.
Living in the toilets of Santa Monica:'
I ended up on the Phil Donahue Show to
protect myself and tell the world that the
guy in the LA toilets was an imposter.
Debra even came with me to the show and
stood up and said she was in my corner.
Yeah, right. And then, on January 1, 1991,
New Year's Day, my mother passed away.
What a terrible time that was for me. To fly
from LA to Brooklyn, it must have taken
four flights to get there. Debra did not
go with me. I went all by myself on that
dreadful day. You'd think that my wife
would be with me, but she wasn't. I found
out later why she wasn't. She was sleeping
with the attorney we hired for the problem
with the taxes. It was just unbelievable for
me. This was the bottom as far as I was
concerned. I hit the bottom.

PERFECT 10: I'd say so.
CRISS: Debra finally told me that she
wanted a divorce. That was okay with me,
although I felt it really wasn't. I ended
up living in four rooms in a Hollywood
apartment, after owning mansions, having
money, women, clothes, jewelry. All gone.
Again, when I didn't think it could get any
worse, well that's bullshit, because it does
and it did. The 1994 earthquake hit and my
apartment was leveled. I remember lying
there in my bed the day of the earthquake,
watching stuff fly through the air. My
armoire bounced and flew over the bed.
My TV blew up. The crystal that I kept
from the marriage broke. Records fell off
of the wall.
PERFECT 10: I can't imagine what that
musr've been like.
CRISS: When the earthquake hit, I had a
hundred thousand left to my name. I had
sued Star Magazine over the "Peter Criss living in toilets" thing and had won a million
dollars tax free, which I got but which I did
not keep.The lawyers took a large chunk of
it, the IRS took a large chunk of it, and my
wife took the rest. I was left with a hundred
grand, where once I was worth $12 million.
I'm now in my mid-forties and I'm devastated.The day after the earthquake, I had an
appointment with my doctor. On the way
back from his office, I was carjacked by a
man who came up to my car while I was at
a stop sign and bashed my face in with brass
knuckles. He broke my cheekbone, my jaw,
and my nose. I thought that I was going
to be deformed the rest of my life and had
to go through all kinds of reconstructive
surgery. My ex-wife Debra came to visit
me only once, with my daughter, and they
never came back again. So I lie there in this
hospital for months with a broken face and,
what I considered, the end of the world.
PERFECT 10: But here you sit, so you
rnust've found a way through it.
CRISS: I did get through it, with the help
of God, and eventually I got a little deal on
a label called TNT Records. So now I had
a band. I had a little record label. I felt
maybe things were going to get better. In
the meantime, Debra married the attorney
and had a baby boy. I went into shock
and had a breakdown. Somehow I pulled
myself together and I kept trying with my
band. We lived on a bus and played bars.
From stadiums, here I was now, in my late
forties, playing bars and making chintzy
money. But it was better than lying down
and calling it a day.
PERFECT 10: Didn't you and Ace tour
together at some point?

CRISS: Yes. Ace and I went out and did "The Bad Boys Tour:'
We did really well together. We did really good. And then Gene
and Paul came back into my life.
PERFECT10: How did that come about?
CRISS: Ace's manager asked Ace and me if we would like to join
Gene and Paul for an "unplugged" thing on MTV [MTV series
"Unplugged" in which artists perform on acoustic instruments]
This was now 1995 and I figured, why not? Let's do it. This could
be a good thing. It turned out to be such a huge success that it
became obvious Kiss could be a big money maker again if we got
back together for a reunion tour. So Ace and I agreed to go on tour
with Gene and Paul in 1996. Was it a great deal for me? No. Ace
and I each got a small piece and Gene and Paul got the rest, they
took the bulk of the money. We realized at the end of the tour that
we got ripped off. But when we went into it, it was exciting. I was
50 now and here was the second chance that I prayed so hard for
God to give to me. I was not going to screw this up or get back on
drugs. I went into the hardest training
ever in my life. I was in the gym seven
days a week. But it was worth it. We went
out and did better than we ever did in our
lives. Everywhere we went we sold out.
PERFECT10: And you did yet another
tour with Kiss in 2003-2004.
CRISS:Yes.I signed another bad contract.
I knew it. They knew it. But I wanted to
do it, I wanted to tour one more time
for my fans. We did our biggest money
grossing tour with Aerosmith and I made
shit. Then I got a call from Paul Stanley
saying I was roo old to cut it. So now
Gene and Paul take the Ace Frehley
makeup and Peter Criss makeup and
tour without us and pay two other guys
in our makeup peanuts, and rake in the
bulk of the money. That's the way they
are. Gene and Paul and the manager, Doc
McGhee, who took over from our first
manager, Bill Aucoin. It's all about the
money, always has been with them, and
always will be. We don't talk anymore.
But the best thing about ever getting back together with Kiss was
the fact that I met Gigi when we played Madison Square Garden
in 1996. Gigi is now my wife, my best number: Three. My whole
life is together today because of her.
PERFECT 10: How did you meet her?
CRISS: I met her the second night when Kiss played the Garden.
I was standing backstage with my friend Edward and his wife
Dottie. I saw Gigi and fell in love with her immediately. But I was
older now and I was very scared. I didn't know where I was going
or what was going to happen with me and I saw this beautiful girl
and I wanted to get to know her. I asked for her phone number,
which I didn't get. I wound up getting it from the promoter at
the Garden.
PERFECT 10: You were persistent.
CRISS: I was in love. Gigi and I would talk on the phone, and
talk on the phone and talk on the phone and talk on the phone.
And I hate the phone. Still, I couldn't wait for nights to get back
to the hotel room to talk to her. But I couldn't understand why she
wouldn't sleep with me right away, because most girls did. I wined
her and dined her. Actually, just dined her. She didn't drink and

still doesn't drink. So I really met a clear-headed gal. I'm 22 years
older than she is. She was 28 when I met her. But she's so mature
for her age and she's just such a lady and I was so crazy about
her and she was just gorgeous. Both inside and outside, she was
beautiful. We would talk about everything and she would help
my pain. She knew that I needed someone and so we just fell in
love and through thick and thin she's stayed with me. She toured
with me through all of the tours. And we went through it all
together. She brought her sobriety into my life. I'm proud that at
16 she stopped getting high and drinking, and she's now 38 and
celebrating 22 years of sobriety. She has been the star of my
dreams, the apple of my eye. She has made my world whole and
I am so happy to have her.
PERFECT 10: So what is the post-Kiss Peter Criss up to these days?
CRISS: I went to acting school for two years and studied at the
Actor's Studio with John Eyd. I met [television producer] Tom
Fontana and did two episodes on the HBO show, "Oz" And then
you and I met and I did an episode on
Bill Cosby's animated series "Fatherhood"
on Nickelodeon. And I'm working on
writing an autobiography.
PERFECT 10: From what you've told me
so far, it should be a hell of a book.
CRISS: I'm also working on a new CD.
I'm finally doing the album I have always
wanted to do. I'm producing the album,
which is a first for me. But because I'm
the producer, I know I'm going to come
out with exactly what I want. There were
no compromises.
PERFECT 10: Who worked on the CD
with you?
PERFECT 10: I had the honor of working
with musicians like the great Paul Shaffer,
Will Lee, and Clifford Carter. I also wrote
one song with Mark Montague and the
rest with Mike McLaughlin, who I call
Angel. And I did a duet with Jennifer
Johnson, which is another first for me.
PERFECT 10: Does the CD have a title?
CRISS: It's called One For All.
PERFECT 10: What's the feel of the music?
CRISS: It's a ballad CD. Autobiographical. I wrote songs for my
wife, Mom, the band, the fans, life, God, I even wrote a song for
Ace FreWey. It's all from the heart. It's all good. It's all Peter Criss.
PERFECT 10: When do you expect to release it?
CRISS: Sometime later this year.
PERFECT 10: Well, good luck with it.
CRISS: Thank you.
PERFECT 10: Anything else you're working on?
CRISS:Yes. I've also got half a swing CD done. Half a rock CD done.
Plus, I have a great idea for a children's book I'm planning to do.
PERFECT 10: You're keeping busy.
CRISS: Well, being the "Cat;' I still have some lives left.
PERFECT 10: Last question. After everything you've been through,
any regrets?
CRISS: None. Here I sit in my beautiful home with my wife
Gigi. I'm sober and I'm content. I'm working on me, being happy
again in life, enjoying what God has given me.
PERFECT 10: It doesn't get better than that.
CRISS: No it doesn't.
•
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